CONTINUOUS SOFFIT PANEL 
AND ASSOCIATED METHODS 


Field Of The Invention 

The present invention relates to the field of 
building construction and, more particularly, to a 
continuous soffit panel for installation under a 
5 building's roof eaves. 


Background Of The Invention 

Commonly, homes and other buildings include a roof 
which overhangs the side walls of the building by a 
certain distance. The undersides of such a roof overhang, 

10 also known as roof eaves, are typically covered with an 
exterior grade material in order to hide roof support 
members from view, and to close exterior access to the 
attic space formed between the roof and the building's 
interior ceiling. The material used to cover the eaves is 

15 generally known as the roof soffit. The soffit extends 
between the building's exterior wall and the edge of the 
roof, this edge or border also being known as the roof 
fascia. The roof fascia may be a separate member 
independent of the soffit, and to which the soffit 

20 material is secured. Alternatively, the roof fascia may 
be formed by an extension of the soffit material which is 
then fastened to the ends of roof support members . 
Ventilation is usually provided by positioning vents, or 
openings, along the soffit to allow air flow into the 

25 attic space. 


Conventional soffits are installed under roof eaves 
so that the soffit pieces run perpendicularly between the 
side wall of the building and the roof fascia. Such 
installation requires that skilled workers measure, cut, 
5 and interlock many short soffit panels to finish the 
entire eave along a building's exterior wall. This 
process is labor intensive, requires highly skilled 
workers, and consumes much time. Accordingly, the 
conventional process of installing soffit is. quite 

10 laborious and expensive. The present invention results in 
significant savings over conventional soffit 
installations, particularly when the soffit panel 
disclosed herein is formed on-site at the construction 
project, and in a length sufficient to provide a single 

15 continuous soffit panel for an entire roof eave of a 
building . 

Summary Of The Invention 

With the foregoing in mind, the present invention 
advantageously provides a continuous soffit panel having 

20 an adjustable width. The soffit panel disclosed comprises 
a first member having a soffit portion, and a fascia 
portion. The first member preferably has a soffit portion 
including a proximal periphery and a generally parallel 
and spaced apart distal periphery extending along a 

25 lengthwise dimension of the soffit panel, and also has a 
fascia portion coextensive with the soffit portion along 
the distal periphery and extending generally upwardly 
therefrom for fastening the soffit panel to roof fascia of 
a building. 

30 A second member is connected to the first member and 

has a flange portion extending generally at an angle from 
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the soffit portion of the first member for fastening the 
soffit panel to the side of a building. The second member 
has a connecting portion for connecting with the first 
member, the connecting portion preferably having a channel 
5 wherein a periphery of the first member is adjustably 
engaged. The width of the soffit panel is, therefore, 
adjustably responsive to variations in distance between 
the side of the building and the roof fascia by varying 
the position of the periphery of the first member within 

10 the channel of the second member. 

A method is disclosed for making the elongate 
continuous soffit panel having an adjustable width. In 
the method, a first member is formed including a soffit 
portion having a proximal periphery and a distal periphery 

15 disposed spaced apart, approximately parallel to each 

other, and extending along an elongated dimension of the 
soffit panel, and a fascia portion coextensive with the 
soffit portion along the distal periphery and extending 
generally upwardly therefrom. The second member is formed 

20 having a flange portion, and a connecting portion. The 
flange portion extends generally at an angle from the 
connecting portion. The connecting portion preferably is 
formed including a channel, and the first and second 
members are connected by slidably engaging a proximal 

25 periphery of the soffit portion of the first member within 
the channel of the second member, so that the width of the 
soffit panel can thereby be adjusted. It should be 
understood that, while a preferred connection has been 
described for connecting the first and second members of 

30 the soffit panel, various other ways are known in the art 
for adjustably connecting the two to thereby provide a 
continuous soffit panel having adjustable width. 
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The first member may also be formed to include an air 
vent or, alternatively , a plurality of openings in the 
soffit portion to thereby provide ventilation. The first 
and second members are preferably formed of sheet metal, 
5 and particularly aluminum sheet metal. The fascia portion 
of the first member may be dimensioned to serve as the 
roof fascia. 

In accomplishing the method of the invention, the 
first and second members are best formed sufficiently 
10 elongated to provide a single continuous soffit panel for 
one wall of the building. The soffit panel disclosed 
provides a great advantage when formed on-site at a 
construction project, for example, as continuous panels 
formed by extrusion molding of aluminum sheet metal. 


15 Brief Description Of The Drawings 

Some of the features, advantages, and benefits of the 
present invention having been stated, others will become 
apparent as the description proceeds when taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which: 
20 FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the soffit panel 

according to an embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the soffit panel of 
FIG. 1 as installed on a building; and 

FIG. 3 is a side cross-sectional view of another 
25 embodiment of the soffit panel of FIG. 1. 


Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

The present invention will now be described more 
fully hereinafter with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which preferred embodiments of the invention 
30 are shown. This invention may, however, be embodied in 
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many different forms and should not be construed as 
limited to the illustrated embodiments set forth herein. 
Rather, these illustrated embodiments are provided so that 
this disclosure will be thorough and complete, and will 
5 fully convey the scope of the invention to those skilled 
in the art. 

FIGS. 1 through 3 illustrate an elongate, continuous 
soffit panel 10 according to the present invention. As 
best shown in the figures, the soffit panel 10 comprises a 

10 first member 12 and a second member 14. The first member 
12 has a soffit portion 16 including a proximal periphery 
18 and a generally parallel and spaced apart distal 
periphery 20 extending along a lengthwise dimension. The 
first member 12 also has a fascia portion 22 coextensive 

15 with the soffit portion 16 along the distal periphery 20 
and extending generally upwardly therefrom for fastening 
the soffit panel 10 to roof fascia 24 of a building, as 
illustrated in FIG; 2. 

The first member 12 is connected to the second member 

20 14 by engaging the proximal periphery 18 of the first 
member with a channel 30 of the second member. The 
channel 30 may be variously formed for its intended 
purpose, as known to those skilled in the art, but is 
preferably an approximate "V" shape to receive therein the 

25 proximal periphery 18 of the first member. Connected in 
such fashion, the width of the soffit panel may be 
adjusted within limits by sliding the first member 12 
slightly more or less into the channel 30. The second 
member 14 also includes a flange portion 26 extending 

30 generally at an angle from the soffit portion 16 of the 
first member 12 for fastening the soffit panel 10 to a 
side of a building 28. The first member 12 is adjustably 
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connected to the second member 14, as described above and 
shown in FIGS. 1-3, so that the width of the soffit panel 
10 is adjustably responsive to variations in distance 
between the side of the building 28 and the roof fascia 
5 24. The second member 14 preferably includes the flange 
portion 26 extending generally upwardly in relation to the 
first member's soffit portion 16 when the first and second 
members are connected together.. The flange portion 26 
serves for fastening the soffit panel 10 to the side of a 

10 building 28 during installation, as illustrated in FIG. 2. 
In another preferred embodiment, as shown in FIG. 3, the 
soffit portion 16 is provided with a small protrusion or 
ridge extending along and spaced apart from the distal 
periphery 20. The ridge protrudes generally downwardly 

15 from the soffit portion 16 when the soffit panel 10 is 

properly installed on a building, and functions as a drip 
lip 34 to help prevent rain water from running along the 
soffit towards the wall of the building. The drip lip 34 
may be of any suitable shape, however, a W V" shape has 

20 been found to work well. 

Those skilled in the art will understand that the 
soffit portion 16 of the present invention is disposed 
with one or more openings for ventilation, air vents, or 
preferably with a plurality of openings 32 formed in the 

25 soffit portion 16 of the panel to thereby provide 

ventilation, as best shown in FIGS. 1-2. The soffit panel 
10 is preferably constructed of an easily worked, weather 
resistant material such as sheet metal, and preferably of 
aluminum sheet metal. It should be understood that the 

30 present soffit panel 10 could also be fabricated of a 
synthetic, weather resistant plastic. 


6 


The soffit panel 10 of the invention preferably also 
includes the fascia portion 22 dimensioned to serve as the 
roof fascia, as shown in FIG. 2. That is, the fascia 
portion 22 of the soffit panel 10 may be of an adequate 
5 dimension for merely fastening the panel to an existing 
roof fascia 24, or it may be sufficiently dimensioned to 
constitute the entire roof fascia for the building, as 
seen in FIG . 2 . 

Another aspect of the present invention includes a 

10 building constructed having a roof eave including the 

elongate continuous soffit panel 10 herein described and 
illustrated. In this embodiment, the elongated dimension 
of the soffit panel preferably is sufficient to provide a 
single continuous soffit panel 10 for one entire exterior 

15 wall of the building. 

An additional aspect of the invention includes a 
method of making the elongate continuous soffit panel 
having an adjustable width. The method comprises forming 
a first member including a soffit portion having a 

20 proximal periphery and a distal periphery disposed spaced 
apart, approximately parallel to each other, and extending 
along an elongated dimension of the soffit panel, and a 
fascia portion coextensive with the soffit portion along 
the distal periphery and extending generally upwardly 

25 therefrom. The method includes forming a second member 
having a flange portion, and a connecting portion, the 
flange portion extending generally at an angle from the 
connecting portion. Further, the method includes 
adjustably engaging the proximal periphery of the soffit 

30 portion of the first member with the connecting portion of 
the second member thereby connecting the first member to 
the second member along the proximal periphery of the 
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soffit portion so that the width of the soffit panel can 
be adj usted . 

In other embodiments of the method, forming a second 
member includes forming a channel in the connecting 
5 portion of the second member, and adjustably engaging 

comprises slidably engaging the proximal periphery of the 
soffit portion within the channel so that the width of the 
soffit panel can thereby be adjusted. Forming the first 
member may also include positioning an air vent in the 
10 soffit portion or , alternatively , forming a plurality of 
openings in the soffit portion to thereby provide 
ventilation. 

In the method, the steps of forming the first member 
and forming the second member preferably comprise forming 

15 sheet metal, and particularly aluminum sheet metal. 

Forming the first member comprises forming the fascia 
portion dimensioned to serve as the roof fascia. Also, 
forming the second member comprises forming the flange 
portion to extend generally upwardly from the soffit 

20 portion of the first member when the two members are 
connected together . 

In accomplishing the method, preferably the first and 
second members are formed sufficiently elongated to 
provide a single continuous soffit panel for one wall of a 

25 building. Most advantageously, the first and second 
members are formed on-site at a. building construction 
site. A particularly advantageous method includes forming 
the first and second members on-site at a building 
construction site, and connecting and installing the 

30 soffit panel on the building within eight hours of 

formation of the soffit panel, thereby accomplishing the 
entire job in one eight hour work shift. 
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Yet an additional aspect of the invention includes a 
method of constructing a building including at least one 
elongate continuous soffit panel having an adjustable 
width, as herein described. 
5 In the drawings and specif ication, there have been 

disclosed a typical preferred embodiment of the invention, 
and although specific terms are employed, the terms are 
used in a descriptive sense only and not for purposes of 
limitation. The invention has been described in 

10 considerable detail with specific reference to these 

illustrated embodiments. It will be apparent, however, 
that various modifications and changes can be made within 
the spirit and scope of the invention as described in the 
foregoing specification and as defined in the appended 

15 claims . 
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